
Another year goes by…   Södertälje 23rd of December 2009 
  
For the first time we are trying to write a Christmas and New Year's greeting. Firstly, it feels 
great to get these letters from everyone else, and secondly it will be of course a form of 
"yearbook" which we hopefully can enjoy in the future.  
 
The year has been full of both highs and lows, but as usual circles of course a lot about sport 
and young people in Södertälje BBK as we have trained during the year. In spring we were 
responsible with Tony Kearney for Boys93 and the EYBL-team, and after the summer we 
took over the development team Squires.  
 
The year began for us in Estonia, where we went to watch Tobias where he played with 
HU16-squad. It was like a mini vacation and we had a really nice staying together with 
parents of Marcus Eriksson and Martin Johansson and Jonathan Persons mom, both in Tallinn 
and on the boat home.  
 
Directly when we came home from Estonia, we travelled to Sopot in Poland to play an 
EYBL-stage. Then we took time off from basketball and went to Åre to ski. Unfortunately, it 
was only 4 days of skiing because of the job and basketball, but it was at least some skiing in 
all the basketball. Then it was time for EYBL-stage No. 3 in Riga, which was the next 
overseas trip for us.  
 
Easter major event is, of course, Scania Cup for us as coaches and players in SBBK. Boys93 
was the best Swedish team after SISU and Horsens from Denmark, and Tobias was chosen to 
All-Star Team. Oscar played with HU18 and got to play a lot during the games, although he 
was a year younger. Next basketball activity became the Swedish Championship Boys 
under16 where we qualified to the finals, but finished second after superb Uppsala. Tobias 
was here once again selected for All-Star Team in a tournament.  
 
Spring had now come, but in addition to start taking care of the garden at home a bit more so 
it was still basketball that guided our activities. The major work effort for us came with our 
EYBL team hosted the finals of the Youth League with teams from Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Russia, Belarus and Sweden. It was a total of eight teams that would have food and shelter 
and transportation, but with a fantastic effort by parents, we managed to implement the 
arrangement with bravura. Municipality Chairman Anders Lago told the inaugural and Jonte 
Karlsson from the Swedish basketfederation thanked all participants for the tournament. After 
the tournament we received lots of appreciation of the participating teams for the way we had 
carried out the tournament.  
 
We made some attempt to go up to the cottage in Roslagen, but basketball season was far 
from over so it was hard to stay more than one day. Since we had positioned ourselves well in 
the EYBL, we qualified for the finals in our division that took place in Riga in May. So it was 
just to pack up our trunks, and get on the plane again. Before that, Tobias had played, and 
won Nordic Championschip for U16 in Solna, Stockholm.  
 
Tobias finished ninth grade and had his conclusion to Rosenberg School. Both Tobias and 
Oscar have been good and behaved in school. As a parent, you are of course grateful that the 
ratings don’t suffer just because they think it is fun to get involved with sports. Some weeks 
Oscar and Tobias have been training up to 7 workouts, and still managed to carry out school 
very well.  
 
Once again, Peter had been asked if he wanted to work as a coach at the camp in Italy. Peter 
hesitated, given everything we had planned over the summer, but as usual he felt that he 



wanted to go and help out, and so it was decided that he would go down and work a week in 
Italy. Peter had been advertising the camp on the Internet, which resulted in that Peter finally 
flew down with 34 young people from Estonia and Sweden to the camp. With him was Oscar, 
but Anette and Tobias chose to stay home this year because Tobias had just finished a practis 
period with the Swedish U16 squad. Unfortunately the weather was not the best this year in 
Spinello, but as usual the food was fantastic and the atmosphere and it seemed that most of 
the young people who came with had fun at camp.  
 
We had the year before receiving a recommendation to go to the U.S. to be with a "5 Star 
Camp" which is considered as the better camps in the United States. So on independence dya 
4th of July, we sat on the plane to New York to take a two week (basketball) holiday in the 
eastern US. In New York we picked up a rented Lincoln Town Car, which is Ford's most 
luxurious model, and steered our course to Pittsburgh, where the camp was. The camp was 
hard with a wake up 07.00 and practices until 22:00 on the evening for 4 days. Oscar and 
Tobias were selected to the All-Star Team and Tobias also received award as the best free-
throw shooter in his age.  
 
After Pittsburgh, we went and visited John Fox in Windsdor PA, who isanother coach from 
the camp in Italy. After the visit there we went north to look at Niagara Falls from the 
Canadian side. We stayed at a hotel overlooking the fall and it was just to sit in front of a 
panoramic window when you wanted to get a good view. Then we went off to Washington to 
watch the White House and visit all the museums and the zoo. We stayed just one night in 
Washington before we went on to New York and "The Big Apple". It's really special to drive 
in the U.S. Distances are always gigantic and everything is big. When we commented that I 
felt that everything was big in the US, John’s wife Bonnie explained that their big dog was an 
American Chihuahua! 
 
In New York, we did what everyone who visits Manhattan is doing. We went up to the top of 
the Roosevelt centre and looked at the view, roundtrip excursions around Manhattan and 
attended the musical on Broadway (Mary Poppins). In between, we ate breakfast, lunch and 
dinner out at restaurants. Last but not least we went out and shopped a bit. After two weeks in 
the U.S. so we then sat on the plane home for Tobias would have teams set for U16 
Championships July 22.  
 
In May it had become clear that Oscar was going to California in the fall to study one year. So 
when we came home from US it was time to prepare for Oscar to go back to US again! On the 
4th of August, we went with Tobias and Oscar's girlfriend Elin to the airport to say goodbye. It 
felt sad to leave Oscar, but we think that Elin was the one that was most sad...  
 
Peter had received a scholarship to go to Portugal to watch HU16 EM. The departure for that 
was the day after we left the Oscar at Arland. In between, we had left Tobias in Stockholm 
because he would fly down to the European Championship finals with the U16-team. We 
drove ourselves down and got a minor shock when we landed in Portugal because they 
phoned us and said that unless they got hold of Oscar's host family quickly Oscar would be 
sent home immediately. They had apparently not done the obligatory "criminal check" on all 
of the host family where Oscar would live and the U.S. so the authorities threatened to send 
him home unless this was done in x number of hours. Now it is solved, but it was not fun to 
sit in Portugal in a hotel room and try to find the right contacts in US, especially when the 
time-difference was 9 hours. 
 
Back home from Portugal so he we just catch our breath before Tobias was contacted by an 
agent in Spain who wanted to invite him down for a try-out for the club Majadahonda outside 
Madrid. Quickly ticket was fixed and then went to the Barcelona to see the agent and then to 



Madrid. Tobias did well and was offered a contract for 4 years where he would receive free 
housing, food and schooling in an English private school, provided that the club had the right 
to sell him in the future. Everything was fine, but Tobias did not feel quite ready to take that 
step so we decided to decline the offer, but still have contacts for ev. future proposals.  
 
Oscar kept in touch throughout the autumn with the help of Skype, where we connect 
ourselves with the image so we see each other when we call. Say what you want, but the 
Internet and technology is fantastic. Oscar is obviously doing fine, and is called "Sweden" by 
his friends. He is the only blond guy in school, which obviously attracts a lot of girls. His 
friends say he must learn to share all the girls, but I think it is just bragging on his part ☺ He 
has also tried in the autumn to play American football with some success. He was also elected 
to the school's "Homecoming King", an award annually given to one of football players. Now 
he has finished with football and basketball are in focus. He is the team's best scorer and get 
to play a lot of minutes every game. Last year the school won 2 matches and lost 18. This year 
they have a 6-6 record so they are much better this year with Oscar on the team. Oscar will 
not be home for Christmas, but we will connect us as usual on Christmas Eve and wish each 
other Merry Christmas.  
 
Autumn has been rather quiet in travelling to us. We have been in Borås with the HU18-team 
one weekend and then we played an EYBL stage in Estonia. Moreover, it has been the most 
appearances and the job that has taken up our time. Anette is still working on Regulatory 
Affairs at AstraZeneca and is busy all the time. Peter has been on a leave on Fridays from 
Scania in the autumn. The most positive thing in this is that he has taken responsibility for 
shopping every Friday, which meant that there has always been food and supplies at home. 
Unfortunately he did not always control how much is spent, so when we had 6 bottles of 
shampoo and 4 tubes of toothpaste some weeks, so he had to start watching what was 
available and not buy the same amount of everything every week!  
 
Peter mother Iris, passed away in October this fall, after struggling over a year with her 
cancer, she died at Karlstad hospital on 13 October. Although it was expected, of course it is 
emotional when your parent dies. The good news is that contact with relatives in Karlstad has 
become stronger during Iris sickness, which feels great because Oscar and Tobias have a 
number of cousins in Värmland.  
 
We try to visit Grandma and Grandpa so often we get the opportunity. Luckily, sometimes we 
play games in Uppsala, so we can combine business with pleasure and spend the night or visit 
them when we are in Uppsala and play. Now they also have broadband so now we will try to 
install Skype and make sure we can keep in touch a bit better in weeks.  
 
Now we are waiting to take it easy during Christmas, but only a few days. Tobias is called to 
the Swedish U18-squad next week and if everything goes well, he will make the team and 
travel to Estonia just after New Year. 
  
In this way we now want to thank all our friends for another year together and wish you all a 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
Best wishes, 

Peter, Anette, Tobias and Oscar 
 
 
 



2009 in Pictures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peter och Anette during EYBL in Riga 

Grandmother, Grandfather, Oscar och Tobias 

Oscar 

Our second home…. 

Tobias 

The family in front of the White 
House 

The EYBL-team during the Superfinals 

Ford Lincoln Town Car Peter & Anette in Portugal 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Karaoke on the way home from Estonia. 
Oscar & Tobias on Broadway 

P93 All Star 

Bye, bye to  Oscar at Arlanda 

Statue of Liberty,  N.Y. 

34 kids from Sweden and Estonia on their 
way to Italy 

First game on the same 
team 

Anette 

Last day at school. 
Tobias, with his teacher Erika 


